
5th largest school district in the nation bans the 
use of e-cigarettes. 
By: Maria Azzarelli 
 
Summary: 
Although youth cigarette smoking rates have declined significantly in Clark County, Nevada, e-
cigarette and flavored tobacco product promotion has increased dramatically. As a result of the 
lack of regulation, the Southern Nevada Health District (SNHD) received numerous complaints 
related to the use of e-cigarettes in public places including on school district property. No 
legislated restrictions on the promotion or sale of e-cigarettes exist in Nevada. The SNHD, a 
partner in the Clark County School District (CCSD) Community Transformation Grant (CTG), 
provided technical assistance to CCSD and encouraged the 5th largest school district in the 
nation to develop a policy that eliminated the use of e-cigarettes on all school district property 
and at school district events. 

 
Challenge: 
Clark County, Nevada has been inundated with uncontrolled e-cigarette marketing, 
misinformation and a proliferation of hundreds of e-cigarette outlets near neighborhoods and 
schools. Aggressive marketing including television, radio, and print ads promoting candy 
flavored e-cigarettes are highly visible. This has led to increased e-cigarette usage by youth and 
adults. Nevada's statewide clean indoor air law was passed by Nevada voters in 2006 (prior to 
the widespread availability of e-cigarettes). As a result, e-cigarette use is not regulated and no 
law prohibits their use indoors. As promotion of e-cigarettes increased, the SNHD began to 
receive reports of e-cigarette usage within CCSD’s schools. 

 
Solution: 
The SNHD mobilized to educate the community on their ability to implement policies that 
would limit the use of e-cigarettes. Additionally, SNHD provided technical assistance to 
organizations such as the CCSD to assist them in developing policy that would restrict use of e-
cigarettes indoors and outdoors at school related events. This was a two-step process that 
included comprehensive educational presentations during two school board meetings made by 
SNHD staff as well as community partners such as the American Lung Association and Nevada 
Tobacco Prevention Coalition. Written information on the latest science related to e-cigarettes 
was also provided to board members. 
  



Results: 
In May 2014 the Clark County School District Board of Trustees voted unanimously to 
incorporate a restriction on e-cigarettes into their existing no-tobacco policy making them one 
of the first school districts in the nation to tackle this issue. As a result of these collective 
efforts, e-cigarettes as well as future products that are intended to deliver nicotine and other 
substances are banned from use on any school district property including vehicles and at school 
sponsored events whether indoors or outdoors. 
 
 
"As a parent of two students in the Clark County School District, I am thrilled that the school board 
banned the use of e-cigarettes. Now my children won't be exposed to those items while at school or 
during after school sporting events." 

Anette Miranda 
 

 
Sustainable Success:  
The Clark County School District adopted a comprehensive no-tobacco policy in 2004 when e-
cigarettes were virtually non-existent. The current school district policy required an 
amendment in order to incorporate a ban on e-cigarettes. To ensure sustainability, the e-
cigarette policy amendment was formally put before the Clark County School District Board of 
Trustees so that it could become part of their permanent regulations. The policy amendment 
was passed in May 2014 and announced via several methods including extensive local and 
national media coverage. This created public awareness and broadened the public's 
understanding of the e-cigarette issue. 
 
Your Involvement Is the Key: 
It is important that parents and community members 
get involved in local and state tobacco prevention 
coalitions to spread accurate information about e-
cigarettes and other tobacco products and to 
encourage the adoption of tobacco-free policies 
throughout the community. To learn more about this 
and other initiatives, visit our website at:  
www.gethealthyclarkcounty.org  or 
in Spanish at www.vivasaludable.org 
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